








Myth and Religion
BUDDHIST SYMBOLS

few of the most important Buddhist symbols, which

have myriad variations, are described here in their most
y
* generalized forms.

Lotus flower: Usually shown as a white water lily, the lotus
(Sanskrit, padma) symbolizes spiritual purity, the wholeness of
creation, and cosmic harmony. The flower’s stem is an axis
mundi (“axis of the world”).

Lotus throne: Buddhas are frequently shown seated on an
open lotus, either single or double, a representation of
nirvana.

Chakra: An ancient sun symbol, the wheel (chakra) symbolizes
both the various states of existence (the Wheel of Life) and

lotus flower

the Buddhist doctrine (the Wheel of the Law). A chakra’s exact
meaning depends on how many spokes it has.

Marks of a buddha: A buddha is distinguished by thirty-two
physical attributes (lakshana). Among them are a bulge on top
of the head (ushnisha), a tuft of hair between the eyebrows
(urna), elongated earlobes, and thousand-spoked chakras on
the soles of the feet.

Mandala: Mandalas are diagrams of cosmic realms, represent-
ing order and meaning within the spiritual universe. They may
be simple or complex, three- or two-dimensional, in a wide
array of forms—such as an Indian stupa (see FiG. 9-8) or a
Womb World mandala (see FiG. 11-10), an early Japanese type.
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