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Winterlights at the Purcell-Cutts House

Welcome to “Winterlights at the Purcell-Cutts Helis This short guide has been
prepared to familiarize you with the way the Pus;edn upper-middle-class American family,
might have celebrated Christmas in 1915. You malice that many of the traditions discussed
here are very old and have survived to the pregantso it is suggested that you consult the
Holiday Traditions in the Period Rooms Docent Guidaddition to this guide for the origins of
such traditions.

During “Winterlights at the Purcell-Cutts House” wél examine holiday social
traditions, food, and gifts in the Purcell familyie focusing on the individual perspectives of
each member of the household during the holidagmsealn doing so we hope to help our
visitors better understand the period while enjgytime beauty of Christmas in 1915.

General Background

William Gray Purcell, his wife Edna and their atkegpson James moved into the house
on Lake Place shortly before the Christmas of 19H@&: our interpretation of “Winterlights at
the Purcell-Cutts House” we have chosen to mowedat to observe the Christmas of 1915 with
the Purcell family.

This was to be a particularly joyful Christmas floe Purcells because of the addition of
their newly adopted son Douglas. Douglas woulceiaeen about 10 months and James would
have been about 4 ¥z years old. Catherine GrayiawlilGray Purcell’'s maternal grandmother,
lived only a short distance away at 2409 E. Lak#heflsles Parkway (Catherine Gray House,
designed by Purcell, 1907), and probably would h@aricipated in the family celebration as
well. Another, often overlooked, member of the $whold was Edna Purcell’'s maid. Even

though she lived with the Purcells, she probabluldmot have participated in the family’s



Christmas celebration, though she would have playeditegral behind-the-scenes role in
preparations for the holiday.

The Purcells would have been considered an uppteaclass family in 1915. William
Gray Purcell was a partner in a relatively sucagssthitectural practice. Purcell’s father
Charles, a self-made millionaire in the Chicagargteading business, left his son a substantial
sum of money to get started in life. In additi&ana Purcell came from a wealthy, well-
connected Chicago family (her father owned a mpshldishing business) and had a substantial
income of her own. Domestic labor was still veifpalable and the Purcells, as an upper-
middle-class family, could afford a live-in mai@he house on Lake Place had cost
approximately $14,000 to build in 1913, while the@ge new home cost under $3,000.
Keeping this in mind, we can see that while thecBils were not rich, they were certainly
comfortable in the years preceding America’s emmtty World War 1.

Social Traditions

Victorian Christmas celebrations in America wetdend of German and English
traditions passed down from generation to genarat{&or more information on Victorian
Christmas traditions see thimliday Traditions in the Period Roorbomcent Guide As a
Prairie School, or as it was referred to at thaktia “Progressive” architect espousing a modern
outlook, Purcell valued simplicity, function ancetbrganic relationship of man and nature. He
was determined to abandon outdated Victorian nstimoth in his architecture and his lifestyle.
However, the Purcells probably combined elemetis ftheir modern lifestyle and beliefs with
more characteristically Victorian Christmas tramhs, much the same way many of us do today.

A photo taken at the Catherine Gray House whiledhaly was decorating for Christmas

gives us insight into how the Purcells might hageatated their own home in 1915. (Fig. 1)



The photo shows Edna Purcell, Catherine Gray, aollgbly Annie Ziegler, Catherine Gray’s
live-in companion, in front of the hearth, with EEdand Annie actively engaged in Christmas
preparations. William and Edna were married Decam2B, 1908 and lived in the Catherine
Gray House for a few months afterwards. This pmo&y have been taken around that time or
perhaps at a subsequent Christmas celebratedrarat Gray’'s home. William Purcell may
have been the photographer. The hearth is dedonatie pine garlands, wreaths, and collapsible
tissue-paper bells. Annie is gingerly hanginglést of four long stockings from hooks. The
many presents lying in front of the hearth are \weahin plain paper (only one has patterned
paper) and tied with string or twine. Unfortunatetyblack and white it is difficult to tell
whether the paper is plain brown “butcher papenvbether some may have been colored. A
copy of this photo will be placed in the PurcellttSiHouse for the holiday tours.

Religious Services

While there is no evidence that the Purcells vesextly religious, Dr. William
Cunningham Gray, Purcell’'s maternal grandfathes amimportant figure in the Presbyterian
community as well as an important influence on BllirdPurcell was involved in the Church of
Christian Science as an adult. He wrote artiabeshfe Christian Science Monitor and even
submitted a design for the new Third Church of €tfan Science in Minneapolis. We have no
information on Edna’s religious affiliation. We dot know whether the Purcells attended any
type of church services on Christmas, so we witlaemtrate primarily on secular traditions.
Gift Giving

Magazine advertisements and short stories ofdlyardlicate that many people suffered
from anxiety when trying to choose just the riglhtri€tmas gift to match their relationship with

the recipient. Up until about 1880, Christmassgifad primarily been hand-made. Parents made



wooden toys for boys or dolls for girls. Women matbthes for their husbands and gave baked
goods or needlework to their extended family andhimors. Between 1880 and 1920 rapid
industrialization and expansion of the transpastaBystem resulted in a gradual but dramatic
shift toward manufactured items that were inexpanand widely available.

Around the turn of the twentieth century it becanaglitional to give a gift to nearly all
friends and acquaintances. It also became almesgjuarement to give your supervisor a
Christmas gift, especially for those working in tie¢ail business. This brought about the rise of
mass-produced, poor-quality knickknacks known asitgacks” (JIM-cracks) to fulfill the
demand for inexpensive gifts to give at Christm@kese gifts consisted of items like gaudy
figurines, cheap paintings, or poor quality jeweglmd were characterized by low cost, cheap
construction, and lack of any practical functiqfig. 1a)

The backlash against America’s increasing indalstation was reflected in various
Christmas reform movements, discouraging shoppens purchasing useless Victorian
gimcracks in favor of useful gifts that reflectedaern aesthetic values of simplicity and
function. Magazine articles and advertisementhefperiod abound with suggestions for gifts
that are “useful and wanted.” “The Christmas PreBeoblem,” an article ifhe Craftsmana
contemporary periodical of the Arts and Crafts Moeat published by Gustav Stickley,
illustrates this trend. The article’s author statee reformed gift giver's goal: “We want to give
something that is distinctly individualistic, sornigtg that carries an especially intimate
recognition and understanding with it, somethirgt th so intrinsically beautiful it will always
remain an object of value to the friend.”

The Society for the Prevention of Useless Givingy&) was a progressive group

formed in 1912 to eliminate the compulsory and esehift giving that they considered a



throwback to Victorian times. Adherents to thislgdophy on gift giving were referred to as
“SPUGs.” Related to SPUG was the Shop Early Cagmpavhich encouraged shoppers to buy
early and only during regular shopping hours, tigsouraging the practice of extended holiday
hours that ruined the holiday season for retarksleshoppers, and their families.

Appliances were the most popular gifts for middi@ss women between 1910 and 1930
because many middle-class women could not afferdiiing cost of domestic help as working-
class women left for higher paying factory jobBig( 2) Although gifts like electric vacuum
cleaners and “fireless cookers” were becoming rpopular, it was nevertheless thought that
handmade gifts at Christmas were superior becteser¢flected the skill and sentiment of the
giver and were thought to be free from the impeatoalues of the marketplace.

In view of the positive social attitude toward Hamade gifts, some manufacturers
produced items that were only partially finishedlsat the gift giver could supply the
traditionally desirable “hand-finished” touch. kisan William Waits calls these “halfway”
items and gives examples like furniture kits, pietuoutlined for coloring, blank Christmas cards
ready for hand decoration, blank china for hananag, and pre-drawn embroidery patterns like
the one on the purse donated for display in thesdofFig. 3) These types of kits were popular
with many working Americans because they took tess to complete. They were equally
appealing to ladies of the middle and upper cla@sesEdna Purcell) because by giving a gift
that appeared to be hand-made they demonstratedeisarely lifestyle and social status. In
spite of the fact that most people thought handegfis to be superior, shoppers increasingly
favored manufactured or “store bought” items aetwent on. After 1920 these halfway items

fell out of favor and nearly all gifts were manufaed items.



A photograph taken at the Catherine Gray Houssyahly of William and Edna Purcell’'s
wedding gifts circa December 1908, provides insigtd the type of gifts given in Progressive
circles in the early 1900s. (Fig. 3a) There aneesal items of clothing, including a waistcoat
and tie for William, and nightgowns, embroideredg$and purses, and stockings for Edna (some
of these may have been “half-ways”.) There are séveral books, at least two 78-rpm records,
some jewelry, and a scattering of knickknacks.sToto will be on view at the Purcell-Cutts
House during holiday tours.

William Gray Purcell was an important part of thedgtessive movement both as an
architect and a writer on Progressive ideas. Hemweadoubt aware of the various social reform
movements surrounding the holidays and would hawbably given gifts that adhered to the
ideals of beauty and function that they espoused; setting the example for his entire family.
Purcell was a very busy man, but would nonethdiass been responsible for buying a gift for
his wife, toys for the boys, and probably a gift itss grandmother Catherine.

Purcell’s most difficult choice in Christmas shappmight have been a gift for his wife,
Edna. Because Edna had a full-time maid, she ptgpleould not have received the modern,
laborsaving devices many housewives received ftam husbands for Christmas in the 1910s.
Instead, Mr. Purcell may have selected gifts scheautifully designed Arts and Crafts jewelry,
perhaps by Liberty & Co. of England, a Japanegekamhono for use as a robe, piano music,
books on poetry or travel, or an outfitted travgloase. Closer to home, there was Handicraft
Guild of Minneapolis metalwork (there is a Handft@uild ceramic candlestick in the house),
leatherwork, jewelry, embroidery or pottery. (Figsand 4a)

Because of Mr. Purcell’s close relationship with grandmother Catherine Gray, we may

assume that he would have taken it upon himsedélect her Christmas gift. Appropriate gifts



might have included books on poetry or romance Iso@®m amethyst or pearl brooch, or a fine
lace collar.

Christmas was seen as primarily a time for chiide® Mr. Purcell’s selection of toys for
his two young sons would have been of paramounortapce to him. Children’s toys were to
some degree excused from the requirement of fumaity. Children traditionally received
hand-made toys fashioned of wood, such as a médéaah’s Ark complete with pairs of
wooden animals or animal shaped pull-toys mountedioeels. Noah’s Ark evolved as a
“Sunday Toy” designed to teach a biblical storytigh play. A reproduction Noah’s Ark is on
loan for our display. Such arks remained popuaraditional Christmas gifts through the early
twentieth century.

Mechanical tin toys, often imported from GermansiluWorld War |, were also very
popular and represented various modes of trangjwortar animal forms. Children’s toys were
another gift item that evolved from simple, handdmabjects into a hugely successful industry.
Toys cut out and put together on an assembly éptaced handmade wooden toys. Tin toys,
popular since the mid-nineteenth century, were tngog more affordable and available through
industrialization. These were often mechanizedfanded in the shapes of vehicles or animals,
such as the mechanical tin kitten on display. Oplogular gifts for boys included sleds, wooden
blocks (Frank Lloyd Wright was given Froebel bloelssa boy), books, erector sets, bicycles and
scooters. Gifts with transportation and buildihgrhes were abundant in this era of rapid
industrialization. Examples of this can be seethétoy wheelbarrow and wooden automobile
pull-toy on display. (Fig. 5)

A photograph probably taken at William Purcell’thier’'s house (the Charles Purcell

residence in River Forest, lllinois, designed bydell, 1909) shows several examples of the



types of Christmas presents children were givaherearly 1900s. (Fig. 5a) The photo shows a
young, unidentified girl in the foreground surroeddvith toys, including a small iron stove, a
toy ironing board, a metal doll's bed, a toy salior chipmunk (which may have been
mechanical), and what appears to be a toy loone IGher left of the photo shows a small
wooden rocking horse chair and a small wooden wadgamally, items on the table include a
stuffed toy cat and some sort of mechanical tapéform of a man. The wagon and rocking
horse are probably the same types of items theeRsigould have purchased for their two
young boys. This photo will be displayed in thed@ll-Cutts House during the holiday tours.

Finally, in agreement with George Grant Elmslie, Flurcell would probably not have
overlooked some sort of Christmas gift for the tem®embled at the architectural firm of Purcell
and Elmslie. They might have given each membénefirm a holiday turkey (which was very
expensive in 1915) in addition to some sort of dastus.

Although Mrs. Purcell was considered a woman isulee, she was responsible for
running the household. She would also have besponsible for much of the Christmas
shopping for friends and family as well as for FRurcell. Mrs. Purcell might have given her
husband books on travel or history, a warm-woolfqp@ssibly one she made herself), a
fountain pen, a watch, a desk set, or possiblyr@eca like the one on display in the house (Figs.
6&7)

Edna would also have been responsible for pumebasi making gifts for other family
and friends, or for sending Christmas cards ifRbecells chose to follow the SPUG guidelines.
(Fig. 8) She would also have purchased a giftiferfamily’s live-in maid, which might have

consisted of a silk scarf, a pair of gloves, a haskperhaps a small cash bonus.



While Mr. Purcell would have purchased toys fa boys, Mrs. Purcell might have
purchased clothing or other more practical gi&s. seen from the family photograph on display
in the house (probably taken around 1916 or 1%EB{lor suits for little boys were very popular.

James was quite young, but may have had somdfhatp the maid or from their
grandmother) in making small gifts for his parentiese gifts may have been such items as
bookmarks, paperweights, hand-decorated Christaras or Japanese-style origami figures.

The Purcell’s maid may have found Christmas shappeason a less than happy time.
As a live-in maid she may have earned as littl§45 for a five and one-half day workweek in
addition to her room and board. Many young, wagkitass women were encouraged to join
Christmas savings clubs through local banks or witihnen’s magazines such as the “Ladies
Home Companion.” These Christmas clubs guarariteediligent saver a certain amount at the
end of the year for Christmas shopping, though mpast no interest. Unfortunately, we know
little about the maid or her family or where shewdohave spent her hard earned wages if she
had anything left over for Christmas, which is eattypical - neither were any photos taken of
the maid’s quarters during the Purcell’s stay m llouse.

The Tree

The Christmas tree tradition developed in Gernaoynd the sixteenth century. Queen
Victoria’s German-born husband, Prince Albert,rsdited with spreading the tradition to
England after the birth of their first son in 184Christmas trees became popularized in America
around 1850. In 1900 only about one American familfive had their own Christmas tree. In
the first years of the twentieth century the cusgyew until by 1910 in most parts of the

country, nearly every family had a tree at home.
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We can only speculate about what type of tredtireell family might have had. Mr.
Purcell would probably have chosen the tree irfelaedays leading up to Christmas Eve. It
might have been a large tree to challenge the degimgs of the living room. He would have
tried to hide the tree from the children, outdabpossible, because it was tradition that,
although the parents kept the Christmas ornamémsdsthroughout the year, it was Santa Claus
who actually brought the tree on Christmas Eve.G@ristmas Eve, the boys would have been
allowed to place their stockings on the hearthn teuld have been safely tucked into bed.
Their parents would spring into a flurry of actwtb bring in the tree, decorate it and distribute
the presents beneath its boughs.

Interestingly, Christmas tree decorations diddiffer very much from those we know
today. Many of the decorations for the tree wcdsle been homemade, both those that had
been handed down through the family, and those mesmbmtly made in the evenings leading up
to Christmas. Hand-made decorations might havaded cookie cutouts, paper chains,
popcorn and cranberries on a string, and varioideedandies or nuts covered in gold leaf.
Most Christmas ornaments available through retaiets were handmade and imported from
Germany.

Prior to World War | glass balls and figurativenaments imported from Germany were
very popular in America. The balls were hand-blowa free-form manner, then silvered and
lacquered by hand. The figurative ornaments, dftehe form of Santa or various animals or
fruits, were hand-blown into a mold. The charasterwire hook for hanging ornaments dates
from before 1892. Icicles were also produced imn@ay as early as 1878. Made of very thin

strips of silver foil, these were immediately paguh the United States. By 1915 the outbreak

11



of World War | made it difficult to purchase Germamaments and by 1916 they were non-
existent.

From the 1890s on, many American cities had stitvassold inexpensive gifts and
decorations imported from Japan, including tinyaqudible Japanese lanterns, miniature fans and
brightly colored parasols. It seems likely that Murcell would have tried to purchase some of
these types of tree decorations given his inténe¥ipanese style. Mr. Purcell might also have
acquired some imported Japanese decorations fromBr@adstreet’s Craftshouse.

Lights for the Christmas tree are a matter focgfsion. In 1915 many households were
still using the traditional candles to light thedr This was usually done after dark on Christmas
night by the man of the house. The father woutdeloff the room where the tree was located
and light all of the candles while the family walt@ anticipation. When it was time, the family
would come into the room to bask in the beautyheflighted tree while the father stood
nervously by with a bucket of water. This usuédisted for about two minutes, then the candles
would be immediately extinguished to avoid a cayriéion.

Sometimes candles on the tree brought about meakiing results. The day after
Christmas one could usually find a newspaper stbout a tragic Christmas fire caused by
candles used on the tree. By the early 1900s mpeogle were sufficiently frightened to give up
using candles on the tree, turning to a new innoratstrings of electric lights. A mere three
years after the introduction of the light bulb, Eddr Johnson, a colleague of Thomas Alva
Edison, introduced the first electrically lightetiridtmas tree. The year was 1882. The bulbs
were hand-blown, miniature versions of the origirgtit bulb colored red, white and blue, and
were wired directly to the tree. The tree was @iaon an electric turntable and the lights blinked

on and off as the tree turned around.
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By 1903 the Ever Ready Company of New York begarketing strings of lights called
“festoons” or “outfits.” General Electric producttke bulbs for these strings of sockets and sold
them in strings of 28 for twelve dollars, an averagan’s weekly wage. In about 1910 GE
changed its miniature bulbs to a ball shape meagme inch in diameter. The bulbs were
dipped in a transparent lacquer in various jewet$o

It was quickly discovered that there were nearlynasly dangers associated with faulty
electrical wiring as with candles. However, Undetev’'s Laboratories (UL) would not establish
safety requirements for Christmas tree lights kiR1. Given Mr. Purcell’s insistence on
providing modern lighting fixtures for his home, imgght have been very interested in
purchasing the most modern technology in Christiregslighting, or he may have mixed
traditional candles with electric lights. Whicheevmethod he chose, a letter to Purcell’s
insurance agent on JanuaFil, 4915 reveals that the family narrowly escapegetig when they
had a Christmas tree fire in the same location e/tteg tree now stands for Holiday Traditions.
(see Appendix A).

Christmas Dinner

Christmas dinner was usually served after alptfesents were opened on Christmas
morning. The main course was usually turkey orsgobtoth of which were very expensive in
1915. Fortunate working-class families receivdurd from their employers as part of their
Christmas bonus. The less fortunate settled fef §iew or other such mundane fare. The
Purcells were in a position to have a wonderfuhdim complete with tantalizing deserts.

(see Appendix B) The maid probably would haveearigery early on Christmas morning to
prepare the meal, then taken the rest of the dap ehjoy Christmas with her family or attend

church.
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Some additional information about the maid’s ialéhe household seems appropriate at
this point. As previously mentioned, we know altnogthing about Mrs. Purcell’s maid other
than that she lived in the house with the familyae entrance to her small room, complete with
sink, is on the landing of the stairs leading @ flimily’s sleeping area. Her bathroom, with tub
but no shower, and a small window, was locatetiénbasement of the house next to the laundry
area. The front entrance to the kitchen is abtse of the stairs leading up to the second floor
(with her room off the first floor landing) and tkiéchen’s rear entrance leads to the stairs down
to the basement. The kitchen door could be opanddlosed with a specially designed foot
pedal, while the phone closet and entrance to akerbent stairs could also be closed off. This
entire arrangement allowed for the maid’s aredsetolosed off from the family’s main living
areas, even in such a comparatively small houggdapnately 3,200 sq. ft.)

Statistics from the period indicate that the Plliscenaid was very likely a white,
working-class woman or a white immigrant of Iri€grman or Scandinavian origin. Many
immigrant women entered domestic service upon #rewval to the United States because they
spoke little English. This position gave them e gdace to stay and did not require complicated
language skills for instructions as factory jobenfdid. After 1900 the use of very young girls
(under the age of 16) as domestics was uncommotoduswly instated labor laws. It was hard
to find servants and very hard to keep good offé& constant shortage of good, experienced
household servants was constantly referred to imevos literature of the time as “the servant
problem.” The shortage was caused by severalrfactéirst, immigration to the U.S. began to
slow, reducing the supply of young, unmarried womeeding positions. Middle class
households began to aspire to the leisured lifestyf the upper-classes, so that most middle-

class housewives had at least one maid, stretthenglready short supply over a greater number
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of American households. Factory work, though diffi and dangerous, began to pay higher
wages than many domestic positions. Finally, eepeed maids were difficult to keep as they
usually stopped working when they married.

As the Purcell’s maid was the only domestic inlibase, her duties would probably have
been very broad. Mrs. Purcell would have probabdpared detailed instructions on her daily,
weekly and seasonal duties. A typical day migivehacluded rising before the family to be
sure the coal-fired furnace was working propetip(tgh the responsibility for keeping the
furnace stoked after Purcell left for work was ofteft to a “colored man” he describes in his
notes regarding the house). She would then comensiib her personal hygiene and breakfast.
She would prepare and serve breakfast for the yathién proceed upstairs to air out the
bedding, sweep the floors and clean the bathrddepending on her agreement with her
employers, she might have cared for the childi®&ne also would have done laundry, though the
Purcells might have hired a professional laundi@s®me in once a week. They might have had
an electric washing machine and wringer systenthese were fairly common at the time,
though the laundry room sink does have a built-aisitboard. The room at the back of the
basement was used for clothes drying. The eldotrizzer system rang in the kitchen and kept
the maid apprised of the family’s needs with busttotated in the Purcell’s bedroom, the dining
room, the living room and the back porch. In tiziereng she would prepare and serve supper,
then clean up afterwards. Finally, she would egiirher small room off the staircase to do
darning, needlework, etc. - the lighting in hermowas particularly good for doing close work.

As previously mentioned the maid probably workied find one-half days per week with
Saturday and one-half day on Sunday off. If thec€lis needed the maid to prepare and serve

for a Saturday dinner party, she would probablyeh@ceived all day Sunday off. During her
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free time the maid might have shopped, taken walltended plays or gone to dances. The
employer/employee relationship was often similathet of parent/child. Some maids were
allowed visitors to the home if they secured pesinis from their employer first. Of course,

male visitors to her room were prohibited. Sersargually were subject to a curfew. If she
became ill, it was the employer’s responsibilityptovide medical attention. Employers provided
uniforms if they wanted a specific mode of dre€dtentimes the maid wore a standard three-
guarter-sleeve, ankle-length dress of dark fabrectae employers provided the standard white
collar and cuffs. It was up to the maid to see thase were kept clean and presentable. (Fig. 9)
These almost parental restrictions on the maid'mber and freedom probably contributed to
the “servant problem.”

While the maid was kept busy on a regular baseutihout the year, the holidays
probably presented a particular challenge. Inecassitor and delivery traffic, parties, well-
wisher’s phone calls and the increased cookingoakehg workload combined with her own
holiday worries probably made the holidays an emély stressful time for the maid.

Christmas Day

On Christmas morning the boys would have awakémédd that Santa had brought
them a wonderful, giant Christmas tree and hadtifaliydecorated it just for them. They
would have found a myriad of wonderful presentsaurite tree, including a small, boy-sized
wooden wheelbarrow, tin and wooden toys, bookssawveéral beautifully wrapped boxes with
other gifts concealed inside.

After they sat down to a wonderful meal of turleend dressing, their mother might play

Christmas music on her piano while they sat intfidrthe fire with Father and Grandmother
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Catherine. Later on, guests would arrive beariftg gf food or bottles of wine to wish their
family a merry Christmas.
Conclusion

Evening brings the Purcell’'s Christmas of 191% tdose. This was one of the family’'s
few Christmases in the house on Lake Place. Agchital commissions were waning, and
William Purcell was already in negotiation with Cles O. Alexander about doing advertising
work for his industrial leather belting firm in Pédlelphia. By now it was evident to most
Americans that it would only be a matter of timédoe America entered World War I. In 1916
Purcell began commuting to his new job in Philab&pvhile maintaining a presence in
Minneapolis with Purcell and Elmslie Architectsy B918 the entire family had moved and the
house was put on the market. In 1919 Anson B.sGuttchased the property for $15,000,

ushering in 66 years of Christmas for the Cuttsilfaat Lake Place.

Updated by Jennifer Komar Olivarez, 2010
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Appendix: Historical Images

Figure 1
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=5 ONE CENT EACH (5520
!ml-lﬂl’ Four Geld Medais

THE PEREY FICTURLS COMPANY, Bax H. J. Malden, Muss

Perry Pictures Co. reproductions, LH/,
28 (Dec. 1g11): 7o

“Giimeracks” such as these were the most popular tvpe of Christmas gifts from
1880 to 1g1o, the first thirty years of the modern celebration. Their hallmarks were Jow

cost, low utility, and low aesthetic merit.

(From Waits,The Modern Christmas in America

Figure 2
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To Husbands:

If you find your wife has
folded the corner of this
page, take itasa hint thata

CALORIC

FIRELESS COOKSTOVE

would be genuinely acceptable
atChristmasinyourownhome.

doublmg the ddzchmu mm
ment in meats, making

tender and pastry more tempting tmi
wholesome.

Genuine Calories are sold in 3008
stores. 'Iﬁeremmhﬁmu:,nf course,
but there is time to send for our book,
4 Caloric Christmas,” md have ail
the h:uforamadeum

Caloric cookstoves, L], 28 (Dec.
ig11): 8o.

Popular Gifts for Wives

UNIVERSAL

K g NIVERSA
Home Needs Electric E Home Needs for the dmms Room

Eos

2017 %0

an Jor

m—
Flctric Round _Elctric Toaster
B0 4 HeGill  No ESM1 00

UNIVERSAL
Christmas Gifts

which bring permanent pleasure
and make a Merry Christmas
last the whole year through.

For Women—Electrical devices
for use in dining room, kitchen
and boudoir, timeand work saving
kitchen appliances, Casseroles,
Vegetable Dishes, Fine Table

p..an..a..

and Kitchen Cutlery, Shears, etc.

For those secking the last word

in exclusive table service the
910339 || new UNIVERSAL American-
Ml- Handies H i

Sheffield Plate will appeal

Knives, Razors, Vacuum Bottles,

For Men—Carving Sets, Pocket
Carafes, Lunch’ Kits and Motor

Lunch Sets are most appropriate.
Whether you spend $1.00 or
$50.00, this Trade Mark is your
protection. Each piece so marked

is guaranteed in every respect.
On sale at all good stores. Send for Free Booklets.

LANDERS, FRARY & CLARK
723 Commercial St New Britain, Conn.

e,
Frua
i

UNIVERS AL UNIVERSA
Vacuum Specialties

1

Handsome and useful presents -

M

i
Home Needs For the Kitchen

% {/




PATTERNS of the
designs and direc-
tions for decorating
the tea caddy and the
cream pitcher illus-
trated on this page
will be sent on re-
ceipt of five two-cent
stamps. Please or-
der H-298, China
Painting, and ad-
dress Handicraft De-
partment, in care of
the Woman’s Home
Companion, 381
Fourth Avenue, New

York City. Tea caddy decorated with a
conventional pattern

A fruit basket forms the main motif
on this cream pitcher

(Woman’s Home Companipbec. 1915)

Cushion or Pillow Design

" A Pairof Embrotdzry Hoops
and Four Skeins of Silk

All for

Herrick Designs Co. Christmas cards,
LHJ, 28 (Dec. 1911): 82.

LetYour Holiday

?
i

i
£

a Feeling of
Personality to

the i
: % ! dIﬁg-bm
"The Silk is | /i e o] e RETS
POTTER’S BRAIDED WASH SILK | feuw ey sitche, brcomes st s oo o
No better Is made. Fast colors, ail shades, works with estest Flbdey Gilt, REIS Foundation mean
‘tm’\'u‘!kumL u«“‘} to tut te. ;“:n ey ~ -‘de——. &'“ or S dad
e e s et b oad by the e mmr-:'u. et sl
Pai::(l!cklgt. & ; smes guatsatord So retain their origisal form for an in-

your deater for shls owints i s hasw's ¢ ask b to sume without discoloring o injuring linen
get &t for yons if he refuses, send s Lis name and adidriss willi-cgmsiond ing. hoiding. purng sven
Togethier ﬁﬁm own. and we will send to yoa direct, . ng of ironieg.

Shi then conviacs the deater It i fo his intersst to carry &F‘.’:}o om.uam
Potter's Silks and Stamped Goods e T
Valgabple Book of Iustructions Free. &maond a ion i&h‘tﬂ f e kot
WINSTED SILK CO. w2t upon roceipd of your dealer’s R
Ast Dept., 258 Franklin Street  Chicage, linols G BEIS &£ BROS.,638 Breadwsy, NEW YORK

Potter’s Silks and Stamped Goods, L], G. Reis & Bros. Foundation [embroi-

20 (Dec. 1902): 56. dery] letters, LH], 28 (Dec. 1911): 72.

“Halfways”

Figure 4
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Figure 5
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THIS FETCHING LITTLE
BRUSSELS NETYWA‘IST $2 98

e ﬂ.ll-—An—yIM 25p Brussels et over g-a-nm
~ilk, with the frunt exquisitely emlxﬂk‘h‘xed with heavy
finws, The Waist has a peplumm- Initest basque a the waist fine,
shich nay be wors t:hi- of the skirt as preferred.
Piping of colored Satia Mnn"ﬁe edges the collar and cuffs and
is alto used around the armboles. Down the center of the m is
. insertion of rich Cluny lace. and the same besutiiul
he shoulders. A chic side =ffect Marie Amﬁw jebot of pmted
Net prestily tucked and edged with man Val isce Baishes the
iront of Waist, ia combination with nine tisy Mu-am-e
futtons,  Where the peplum Is jolned to Waist, narrow Velvet rib-
t.on is applied and 2 cunning little velvet buw 10 maich finishes the
made of wcked

iength of the back. st buttons iavisibly {n the back under &
w:i'tf Colors : white \!z( m&h biscx, Coronstion purple or smerald
green trimming, also in ecru Net with King biue ot Coronstion
purple trinoming. Sizes 12 to &4 bust measwe 2 98
Prics, mafl or axpress charges paid by as . ..

Ot&uhuuFm—Wm&rYquley

This hu:lm lhoh will solve your Chiristmas -im problen.

It contains o illustrations and sdescrirtions of uselud and
Leantital )mwhv xuu.—-w«:n ? rel, Rh_h Fars, --em
Sifverware, |eather Goods, Gloves,

wear, ei., il viered at wonderfuily low aﬁm m i

irfight you. 1t wili save you money. It will spm yau e
fatigue and perplexity of shoppin, Yois mmxm stores.
We will gladiy send It tu you B on request

BEAR IN MIND I, ’.%fn::é's;&”é? oo

HmyA!chlumm

BELLASHESS&XQ _‘ﬁ

mn’v NEW YORK CITY NY

Bellas Hess & Co. shirtwaists, etc.,
LH], 28 (Dec. 1911): 81.

G!F‘TS
MAIL

M 253 Black W.llnusr-:n
belt with a heavy steding

|||v“ monogram  buckle,

twa or three initials. Cwe

12430 A uni
nlf handled !il

N149 A gift that grows

more lovel

mas greetings 60c.

“] let ‘Daniel Low’ do my
Christmas shopping for me.”

*“The Daniel Low buyers search the world
over fur Christmas gifts that are just & bit
* different.”  Their splendid catalo
lieve, a secret of success in sclecting
Why not let us |=nd u & copy of our help-
ful catalog? You & arly pictured and
accurately 000 wits — nov
.nul:c uselul—gifis in jewelry, table nlvr:.
hefcld plate, toilet articles, leather
u’--dm conveniences, and a variety of nm,d
things such as ane would not find in a day’s

nlna‘c.-n u a big city.

in the catalog just the right gift for
father, uweh:; Tom, Mary —in d.zr; it ml-

geals 1o you the most appropriate or each
of these whom you wish to remember, and saves
you hours and houra in the | nlnu of your
hristmas be pleased with
the w&ly of ml‘wr :oodllli, :’m;l' Ihednnlr way
we pac] n:rt 0| lelight you. 23
you have tri el Low way you will
wonder how you evat d\uwzd the old way,
s weary wailing

nfmh to d.u:nmnnnu
life—not only

of lhc time and touble saved, but alsa be-

- cawse of the substan-

tial money saving.

You shop in your

own home, pou gel

Jjusl what you want,

and you pay po more

ten considerably

less—than you had

planned. We prepay

antee satisfaction or
=,/ your money back.
Write ws 'ru., for Your Copy of Our Catalog
DANIEL LOW & CO.
Jewelers and Silversmiths
217 Essex St. Salem, Mass.

R306] Heavy sterling sil-
ver link Cuff Buttons w
the new black enamel

tial $1.50. Give ini

S686 Hammered sterfing
|||-=|' Psrxhl Kaife, two

R2433 Peter
Rabbit the
et
jabyland, ap-
rus-ondmid-
ing silver ring
25¢. Give size,

Sterling u]vu’ b-lwy
spoon and fork w
mnnr Fmr Rlbllﬂ hud'la

mn ool ]

5356 Lea ibbon
with roll of nbh:n nnd llﬂ-
ling silver I\ol!r ribbo

L1152 Purse, 41 x 4 in.,
black patent leather with
white edge $1.00

Gifts for Women

Figure 6
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Handicraft Guild Objects
(Minnesota 1900: Art and Life on the Upper
Mississippi, 1890-1915)

Figure 7
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Amerlcan Model : Aetast Froms The ideal Christmas gift for boys and girls!

Bun ar ronaidd B @ ;
1d .',  Flexible Flyer

with new construction—the all-steel Front

Stronger, essier than ever to steer and control.

The swiltest, strongest, safest sled made. [ts greoved runners
of chrome nickel stee Erovpn: akidding; and its scientific con-
struotion throughout is the resson why it

outlaste 3 ordinary sleds

Nina slses—ranging from 38 to 102 nehes long—ineluding new Junsker
l'l-w:rr at 31,50, Sold by leading Hardwaro and Department Store.
niglsl oo the genlne—onbes (b bears this trade-
m:rl: it Inn't Fiyer.

FREE Cunilsonrd medsl shows bow it steers.  Also
antrsstive bookint. Writn un for thom dody!

Every Race 5 L Allen & Co Box 1191 U Philadelphia Pa

Women's Home Companion, Dec. 1915

American Mechanical Tov Co. model
sets, SEP, 18¢ (7 Dec. 1912k 57

-u-t #HH h-h St gits

i et
e e nm""
whiew rom give bion. s

Building Meccano models is pluv and glo-
rious fun. Boys delight in building beautiful
Mercano models of towers, cranes, bri
railroads, trucks, mmduu and machin-

| ery of various types—100 structures in all,
‘ each a correct working model.

MECCANO

Your boy can start to build Meecans models the
moment you give it o him. Everything s simphe,
and the book of inmtructions shows what to baikd.

Meccuno consists of bright plated steel strips,
angle brackets, sector plates, collar, clips, balts,
nuts, wheels, sverything necessary , including tools,

Give your boy Meccans. See how he wiil learn
to nae his hands, and his head, too.

Mecrana outfits $1 up to $36. For mle at Toy
und Depariment store.

FREE Pack Ns. B, conlabns e story sl Meceawns,
by the Mecomne boy. Write for b oday.

Macoane Company, bnc., 71 W, 23rd Streat, Ilui-rh

Meveano Company miodel sets, SEP, 186

ves tovs, SEP, 18y (2 Dec. igith o6

{20 Dec. 1914h 28

Toys for Boys

Figure 8
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Figure 9
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to a4 man  on
Day frequently
are accompanied by a gift which
he gratefully accepts for the
giver's sake rather than for the
wift's, though mother, or wife, or
sweethenrt has frantically hunted
for something he would like, The
designs on this page are offered
as 1 help to these seekers after the
acceptaple.  While planned by a
woman, they have been approved
by several of fthe hard-to-please
sex a8 having the practical vnlue
which the diffieult ones demand,
and that loek of frills so in-
slsted upon by masculine taste.

13e ). .
R

S I Y
uiﬁiwj

StataRabint

This frame for calendar cards
matches the desk box above

81 bristol board for

the boxes and frames
illustrated, stiteh all
possible edges. A long strip
stitched between the sev-
eral boards forms the box
sldes. The desk box is 10
by 8 inches, and 114 inches
high, and the Inside Is di-
vided into two square sec-
tions at the center and a
smaller section at each
end. The calendar and
photograph frames are of
double board, with an
opening at the top, and the
calendar frame has a stand-
nrvid made of ecardboard.

Here's a masculine-lookin, - el
g desk box stocked wi
pens, rubber bands, clips, and a sponge ru;.rl;g:

A square _box for handkerchiefs with a padded
top for pins. _The top and bottom extend a
half inch bevond the sides

Pongee case for dress ties.
It is eighteen inches long
and ten inches wide. The
strap is of silk braid

A knitted neck scarf for the
man who motors. How to make
it is told higher up on the page

BRMANTOWN, Shetiand

floss, or Angora wool may be
used to make  the sports-scarf
illustrated lower down om the
poge. Enit plain on the finest
possible needles, Cast on enough
stitches for a width of 101
inches, nnd knit a length of sixty
inches, The border is made by
working 414 inches in color;
white, % of an inch; seven stripes
of alternating colors, each 4 of
an ineh; white, % of an inch,
Work 114 inches in color, then
repent border stripes, and work
them twice at other end. Finish
Both ends with a 3-inch fringe,

When the proud father goes a-tray-
eling he may take the pictures of his
children in this photograph frame

GIFTS MEN WILL REALLY LIKE
One of the Most Fuzzling Problems of Christmas Solved

(Woman’s Home CompanipbBec. 1915)

Figure 10
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Lord Elgin

HE gt that delights 1o receive and show.  What a
wim:&-:u]ﬁnwbﬁ-! With your
pictere case
Men of affain—of power and prestige—awn this waich. And
thewr reliance cn i fui divdi_“- etime
A marvel of preciscnes A
il oy e by
Prices mnge from $25 1o $75. Examine it at your jeweles’s.
ELGIN NATIONAL WATCH CO, Elgin, Miasis.

— VT
Gillette razors, LHY, 29 (Dec. 1912): 57.

Elgin watches, LHJ, 18 (Dec. 1911k 76.
While most of the Christmas gifts that women presented m men were inexpensive,

one expensive tvpe of item, the warch, was somertimes chosen. Good watches discretely
symbolized their owners' suceess i bosiness (15 well as their concern with punetualitv), and
were important male status symbals before 1920 A M

| erry

is sssured to him who makes

ALIE:—*A Combiin Frn! The TOM:— " Fiwe ! Nawe that*s what
wrry thimg 18 el Towm ! Trall gdase? Awd grn al
Wan's ke be tickied? And I wanied, foo! FEither |
(s swek @ sewsible, prac- fall im wey sleep or Alice it
ticad gifi, foo.™ a wind-reader.”

Jot down on YOUR Christmas List

Self-Filling
Fountain Pen

Tha arigiaal Sall- Filler—nwver spualied. Sold far 13 penn. 1,000,000 satisfied uemrn

It will bring » delighted smiln of theer joy 4o his face o8 Christmas moring. He
can wss it in bhis wnd every day, too.

The Canklin Sils el wmcd cloume it |45 iricliens-slonsmesd ol resms that ser sepmich o bt AN
sod sien. Eschasgruble siter Choistmas i point dowsn’t wuit. Sold oy starasnass, draggon.
. Wrnte fe booklet — Phasing * Him " for Kommm.

261 Conlilin Bldg., Toledo, Ohia

Utica Drop Forge & Taowl Co. pliers 13, Nichalson File Cao, files, SEP, 201 (8
SEP, 185 {7 Dec. 1912k 58, Dec. 1538) 154,
und 1910,

v. However

A hablmark of gimeracks had been their lick of

Conklin's fountain pens, LHJ, 18 (Dec. 101 1k g0 i
Hy exulting in his new Conklin pen, the “Tam” of this ad alleviated read tastey in gift giving took & practical turn and gunerscks fell our of favor, Useful gift irems
vwn recipients. The sd mferred that, if resders gave them stich as appliances and these 1ols, dominared gifts to family members and very close friends

during the 19108 and remained popular through 1610

pleasang 1
by were sure to be 28 delighted a5 Tom

“Store Bought” Gifts for Men
(From Waits,The Modern Christmas in America

Figure 11
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A. M. Davis Quality cards, SEP, 185 (7 Dec. 1912): 51

Around 1910, Americans began to present cards rather than gimcracks to their
friends at Christmas, a shift that was an important part of the ngn’ssne reform of
Christmas gift giving. Cards moved to a higher plateau of popularity tollowing World War
I when they were promoted by the new Greeting Card Association, and to an even higher
level durmg the 1930s, because of the Depression.

(From Waits,The Modern Christmas in America

Figure 12
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No. 2906—Apron in House-Dress Style.
32,36, 40 and 44 bust. Pattern, ten cents.

HIZ apron on this page has all

the good features of a house
dress, yet can be used for all sorts
of hard wear. It fastens with two
large buttons, making it very sim-
ple to adjust. In a pretty mate-
rial, with striking buttons and a
little ornamentation at belt, arm-
holes and neck, it would serve as
a “best” apron; or it can be made
plainly for kitchen uses.

Negligee No. 2907 is shown in
chintz or cretonne, and these mate-
rials make charming and inexpen-
sive little garments. A slightly
more dressy sacque is No. 2668,
and with nice lace would make a
useful addition to a trousseau or a
welcome present at Christinas,

LABOUR-SAVERS

(1) Dish Drainer Allows Dishes to Dry Themselves

(2) Hooded, Long-handled Dust-pan Prevents Stooping

(8) Stationary Egg-beater Prevents Waste Motion

{4) Washboiler with Rotary Wheel Saves Rubbing

(5) Hot Mangle Which Replaces Hand Labour

(6) Silver Clean Pan Which Does Away with Silver Polishing
(7) An Efficient, Easily Cleaned Meat-chopper

Mrs. Purcell might have given her maid

fabric to make an apron. (left) The maid

probably used tools such as these in her
daily work. (above)

Figure 13
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Minneapolis, Hinnesota,
Janunary 4th, 1215.

Charles W, Sexton Company,
Phoenix Building,
Hinneapollis.

Gentlemens~ We have had a small flre at my dwelling,
2328 Lake Plaece, which I brought to the attention of your
¥r. Hauschild, and following his suggestion, I hand you
herewith my eetimate of the damage:

One Living Room Rug, l0'08% x 3B'-6", from

G, F. Weber StuciocBde......... wm s ¢ winis e ..$187.00
Damage t0 £lOOTascccceerannaecianns i . s ceae  BLOO
1 Copy Galewoarthy's Playe...........covnui.uns 1.50
1 Ladies suit (damaged in trying to put out
fire with ekirt)...... ... e Foamy s smss s «. 75.00
1 Wateh in pooket of Ladles skivt.............. 5.00
1 Gentleman*s suit (damaged in frying to put
GG PATE) s s amin v 5o s & 55aa & o Sdms 5 booe w5 5 50 . 10.00 R
Decoraticns o~ Christmas tree................. 5.00 )
3288.50

Yours very truly,

B

Figure 14
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SAMPLE CHRISTMAS DINNER MENUS

The following menus were printed in the December 1915 issue of Good Housekeeping.

Grapefruit Filled with Tokay Grapes (Placed on Christmas doilies)

Creole Soup, Wafers
Scalloped Oysters, Celery

New Style Roast Turkey, Dressing, Mashed Potatoes

Turnip and Cauliflower Cooked Together
Frozen Cranberries
Neapolitan Salad, Deviled Almonds
A Simple Christmas Pudding
Hard Sauce (Strawberry flavor)
Crackers and Cheese, Coffee, Bonbons

or

Tomato Hors d’Oeuvres
Chicken Consomme with Celery, Wafers
Fish Florentine, Radishes
Roast Goose, Onions, Apple Sauce
Browned Potatoes
Lemon-Jelly Salad, Salted Crackers
Steamed Fruit Pudding, Sunshine Sauce
Italian Ice-Cream with Butter-Scotch Sauce
Hearts and Diamonds
Fruit Bonbons, Coffee, Nuts

or

Cherry Cocktail
Clear Tomato Soup, Croutons
Roast Chicken, Corn Dressing, Brussels Sprouts
Browned Sweet Potatoes, Onions
Cranberry-Jelly Salad, Little Rolls
Creme Boulet, Coconut Puffs
Crackers and Cheese, Coffee, Bonbons, Nuts

Figure 15
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The following recipes were printed in the December 1915 issue of Good Housekeeping:

Corn Chicken Dressing o

2 Y cupfuls stale breadcrums Vi cupful melted butter

4 can corn 2 tablespoonfuls chopped green peppers
3 teaspoonfuls powdered celery-leaves 1 Y5 teaspoonfuls salt

1/8 teaspoonfuls peP'P'er'.t;: ;

Combine in the order given. This is sufficient for one chicken.
Mrs. R. Fitch, 610 W. 180™ St. N.Y. City

Roast Chicken or Turkey, New Method

Stuff and truss the bird as usual and put it in the lower part of a covered roasting-pan; let it brown slightly
in a hot oven, and then pour gravy made as follows: melt two tablespoonfuls of butter, sitr in three.
tablespoonfuls of flour, add gradually two cupfuls of warm water, and when thoroughly mixed, two-
cupfuls of hot water. Cook together:till smooth and season with two teaspoonfuls of salt and one-fourth
teaspoonful of pepper. Cover the bird closely and let it cook till done, adding water occasionally if the

gravy seems too thick. These proportions are for a chicken.
Mrs. Allen Alber, 1963 Sheridan Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. .

Christmas Rolls

2 cupfuls scalded milk Y cupful sugar

1 yeast-cake : 2eggs |

Y, cupfuls tepid water 1 tablespoonful powdered cardamom-seeds
3 cupfuls bread-flour Flour to knea

Y cupful butter

Dissolve yeast in tepid water, add to milk; and beat in the three cupfuls of flour. Let rise till spongy. Add
melted butter, then the sugar, eggs cardamom-seeds and flour to knead.- Let rise again till double in
bulk, shape into strips about exght inches long, fold into rings, or tie loosely into knots, brush over with a
slightly beaten egg-white diluted with a little cold water, and sprinkle 'with sugar and chopped pistachio-

nuts, mixed with shredded candied cherries. Bake in a moderate oven.
Mary Lewis, 68 Northem Ave., N.Y. City.

A Simple Christmas Pudding

1 cupful grated raw potatoes 1 teaspoonful soda

1 cupful grated raw carrots 1 tablespoonful water

1 cupful chopped suet 1 teaspoonful salt -

1 cupful brown sugar - 1 teaspoonfiil cinnamon
1 pound chopped raisins 1 teaspoonful nutmeg

1 % cupfuls flour 1 teaspoonful:allspice

Mix thoroughly in order glven putina well-mled pudding-mold, cover, and steam five hours. Serve hot

~with hard fruit sauce
Mrs. F..E. Henry, 85 Pilgrim Ave., Detroit, Mich.

~ Nut Kisses
1 egg white 1 cupful chopped walnuts
1 cupful sifted brown sugar V4 teaspoonful vanilla

Beat the egg-white very stiff, stir in the sugaf, nuts, and vanilla, and drop on a buttered pan, making the

kisses two inches apart. Bake in a moderate oven.
Mrs. J.H. Gray, 412 Walnut St. S.E., Minneapolis, Minn.

Figure 16
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