
Arts of Japan and Korea
Prehistory to 1000 CE





Early Korean Ceramics





Comb-Pattern Vessel, ca. 4000–3000 BC

Earthenware with incised decoration

Kyonghui University, Seoul 



Jar, 4th-3rd c. BCE

Burnished earthenware

76.72.73



Round-bottomed jar with horn-shaped handles, 1st-3rd c. CE

Earthenware   

98.108.1





Stem Bowl, 5th century

Stoneware with natural ash deposits

89.118 Round Jar with Tall Stand,  5th c. 

Stoneware with natural ash deposits

97.121.1a,b



Long-necked Jar,  late 5th c. 

Stoneware

Mia, Burke coll.

Lidded Dish with Tall Perforated Base,  late 5th c. 

Stoneware

Mia, Burke coll.



Early Japanese Ceramics



Jar, ca. 7000-5000 BCE

Earthenware

Tokyo National Museum 



Jar, ca. 2500-1500 BCE

Earthenware

82.9.1

Jar, ca. 2500-1500 BCE

Earthenware

82.9.2



\

Jar, ca. 2500-1500 BCE

Earthenware

Uozo Museum of History and Folklore, Toyama 



Dogū (Clay Figurine), ca. 1000-300 BCE

Earthenware

Metropolitan Museum of Art 



Dogū (Clay Figurine), ca. 1000-300 BCE

Earthenware

Tokyo National Museum  



Jar, 3rd c. CE

Earthenware

L2015.33.281 

Wide-mouthed Jar, ca. 100 BCE-100 CE

Earthenware

2011.10 



Ritual Bell (Dotaku)

ca. 100 BCE-100 CE

Bronze

64.1 



Kofun Tumuli of Emperors Nintoku (upper right) and Richū (bottom left) in the Mozu Tumulus Cluster , ca. 400 CE

Sakai, Osaka Prefecture 



Haniwa of a Shamaness, 6th c. CE

Earthenware

97.38



Haniwa of a Shamaness, 6th c. CE

Earthenware

Metropolitan Museum of Art

Haniwa of a Shamaness, 6th c. CE

Earthenware

97.38



Haniwa of an Aristocratic Male, 6th c. CE

Earthenware

81.117





Jar with flared mouth, 5th century

Sue ware; stoneware

L2015.33.283 



Takamatsuzuka Kofun, 7th c.

Asuka, Nara Prefecture  





Early Buddhist Art
Hōryūji





Osaka

Tokyo

Kyoto

Honshū

Hokkaidō

Shikoku

Kyūshū

Hiroshima

Nagoya

Sapporo

Korean 

Peninsula

Straits of Tsushima



Kyoto

Nara
Osaka

Asuka

Lake Biwa

Kii Peninsula

Nagoya

Ise Bay

Kumano

Ise
Kashihara



Heian-kyō (794-1868) 
(Kyoto)

Heijō-kyō (710-794) 
(Nara)

Asuka (~694)

Japan’s Ancient Capitals

on the Yamato Plain

Fujiwara-kyō (694-710)
(Kashihara)



Hōryūji



Hōryūji, looking south

Five-story PagodaLecture Hall Central Gate



Parinirvana of the Buddha (1 of 4 tableaux), late 7th or early 8th c. 

Straw and clay over wooden armature

Five-story Pagoda at Hōryūji





Parinirvana of the Buddha, 14th c. 

Hanging scroll; ink and color on silk

94.85



Itō Jakuchū (1716-1800)

Vegetable Parinirvana, late 18th c. 

Hanging scroll; ink on paper

Kyoto National Museum



The Altar at Hōryūji



Tori Busshi (act. early 7th c.)

Shaka Triad, dated 632 

Gilt bronze

Hōryūji



Buddha and Two Bodhisattvas, 

China, 4th century, Limestone

Metropolitan Museum of Art



Standing Kannon, 7th c.

Gilt bronze

56.44



Tamamushi Shrine, mid-7th c.

Hōryūji

Tamamushi Shrine, modern replica

Hōryūji



Beetlework on the Tamamushi 

Shrine

Tamamushi (Jewel Beetle)





The Heijō Capital
710-794 CE
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Kasuga Grand Shrine

Kōfukuji

Tōdaiji
Heijō Palace

Yakushiji

Toshodaiji

Saidaiji

Hōryūji



Reconstructed Heijō Palace, 2010

Nara, Japan
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Tōdaiji
The Great Eastern Temple



Great Buddha Hall (Daibutsuden), Tōdaiji

Nara, Japan



Great Buddha (Vairocana), 752

Nara, Japan



Daihōkōbutsu kegonkyō (Avatamsaka Sutra), 744 

Commonly known as the “Yakekyō” (lit., “burnt sutra”)

Mia, Burke Collection (formerly Tōdaiji)



Fragment from The Pilgrimage of Sudhana handscroll, 14th c. 

Mia, Burke Collection



Fukūkenjaku Kannon, mid-8th c.

Tōdaiji


