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Neolithic Era 

300-1500 BCE

Shang Dynasty 

1523-1028 BCE

Zhou Dynasty 

1027-256 BCE



Qin Dynasty –

221-206 BCE

Unified China

Legalist form of rule 

– absolute power

Standardized writing, 

currency and systems 

of measurement

Qin Shihuang Di “First August God” 



Great Wall 



Tumulus of Qin Shihuang Di, 246 to 208 BCE 



Terracotta Warriors, Mausoleum of Qin Shihuang Di, Xian



Han Dynasty 206 BCE – CE 220

Considered one of the 

greatest periods in Chinese 

history

Chinese ethnic majority still 

call themselves “people of 

Han”

Confucian state 

Opening up of the Silk Road 

Figure of a squatting drummer, Eastern Han dynasty, 1st-2nd century



The Silk Road 



Cocoon Jar, Qin or Western Han dynasty   Mia

silk worm cocoon 

Silk Worm (weight), Han dynasty, gilt bronze    Mia



Akhal-Teke, Ferghana Horse



Celestial Horse, Eastern Han dynasty, 

bronze with traces of poly chrome  

Mia 



Military Tower, Eastern Han Dynasty, glazed 

earthenware   Mia

ming-chi (spirit articles) 



Figures with cross bows



Foot Soldiers, 242 BCE, Western Han, earthenware with pigment   Mia



Equestrian Soldier, 2nd century BCE, Western Han, earthenware with traces of pigment   Mia



Cart with ox and farmer, Han dynasty, bronze   Mia



Funerary Model of a Pig Sty, Han Dynasty, earthenware   Mia



Female “long Sleeve” Dancer, Western Han dynasty, earthenware    Mia



Wars

Plagues 

Political 

instability

Three Kingdoms and Six 

Dynasties Period 221-587

Standing Buddha, Northern Qi, late 6th century   

Mia 

http://zoom.artsconnected.org/fif=/mia/fpx/04/mia_4670b.fpx&init=-0.16736402,0.0,1.167364,1.0&rect=0.66684103,0.4375,0.83368206,0.5625&wid=320&hei=240&lng=en_US&enablePastMaxZoom=OFF&page=uv_page6.html&obj=uv,1.0
http://zoom.artsconnected.org/fif=/mia/fpx/04/mia_4670b.fpx&init=-0.16736402,0.0,1.167364,1.0&rect=0.66684103,0.4375,0.83368206,0.5625&wid=320&hei=240&lng=en_US&enablePastMaxZoom=OFF&page=uv_page6.html&obj=uv,1.0


Standing Buddha, Northern Qi 

late 6th century
Bodhisattvas, Northern Qi



China reunited

Silk Road 

flourishes

Center of Buddhist 

learning

Sui Dynasty 

586-618

The Mogao Caves or Thousand Buddha Grottoes, Dunghuang, Gansu Province 



Buddhist Text: Fragment from Dunhuang Cave sanctuary, about 600, ink on paper   Mia



Vase, Sui dynasty, white porcelaneous stoneware   

Mia



Golden Age of China

relative prosperity, political 

stability and intellectual 

freedom

age of faith 

interest in the exotic

artistic excellence

Tang Dynasty 586-618

Tomb Figure of a Kneeling Camel with Driver, 618-906, earthenware   

Mia



Benediction Scene, late 8th century, sandstone   Mia



Tun Huang (Dunhuang) China



Camels with Driver, 618-906, terracotta with traces of pigment



Plate, Tang dynasty, silver with chased and gilt décor    

Mia 

http://zoom.artsconnected.org/fif=/mia/fpx/04/mia_4670b.fpx&init=-0.16736402,0.0,1.167364,1.0&rect=0.66684103,0.4375,0.83368206,0.5625&wid=320&hei=240&lng=en_US&enablePastMaxZoom=OFF&page=uv_page6.html&obj=uv,1.0
http://zoom.artsconnected.org/fif=/mia/fpx/04/mia_4670b.fpx&init=-0.16736402,0.0,1.167364,1.0&rect=0.66684103,0.4375,0.83368206,0.5625&wid=320&hei=240&lng=en_US&enablePastMaxZoom=OFF&page=uv_page6.html&obj=uv,1.0


Horse from Tang Dynasty tomb retinue, 

Mia

sancai

(three-color)
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