
Arts of Islam

Age of Empire: 1600-1900



Islamic Art in the Age of Empire

• Art for the wealthy courts of the Islamic world 

tells a story of elitism and prestige

• Art for the mosque recreates “heaven on earth”

• Figural imagery at times prohibited; other times 

allowed (secular vs. religious use)

• Three great powers emerge: Ottoman Turks, 

Safavids of Persia, and Mughals of India

• Eventual decline occurs with rising economic 

power of Europe and shift from resources of 

Mediterranean world to Americas and Far East











Gentile Bellini, Mehmed II, 

1480, National Gallery, 

London



Istanbul, Turkey, Hagia Sophia/Aya Sofia, 6th c. 

church transformed into mosque in 15th c.





Isfahan, Persia (Iran), 

Great Mosque, 11th-18th c.



India, Fatehpur Sikri complex, 

1571



Agra, India, Taj Mahal, 

1631-1647





India, Agra-Mathura region,  

Relief with floral decoration, 

about 1700, sandstone, 

2000.65



http://www.answers.com/main/ntquery;jsessionid=4aqrd8ftfq8rh?method=4&dsname=Wikipedia+Images&dekey=Arabic+herbal+medicine+guidebook.jpeg&sbid=lc05a
http://www.answers.com/main/ntquery;jsessionid=4aqrd8ftfq8rh?method=4&dsname=Wikipedia+Images&dekey=Arabic+herbal+medicine+guidebook.jpeg&sbid=lc05a
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/04/Dioscorides_De_Materia_Medica_Spain_12th_13th_century.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/04/Dioscorides_De_Materia_Medica_Spain_12th_13th_century.jpg




India, Agra area, Jali (perforated stone 

screen), about 1610, pink sandstone, 

2000.78

http://library.thinkquest.org/16661/gallery/escher/11.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/16661/gallery/escher/11.html


Jaipur, India, Amber Fort 



Jaipur, India, Palace of 

the Winds, 1799



http://www.cgl.uwaterloo.ca/~csk/projects/starpatterns/noneuclidean/euclid_interlaced.png
http://www.cgl.uwaterloo.ca/~csk/projects/starpatterns/noneuclidean/euclid_interlaced.png
http://www.cgl.uwaterloo.ca/~csk/projects/starpatterns/noneuclidean/euclid_interlaced.png
http://www.cgl.uwaterloo.ca/~csk/projects/starpatterns/noneuclidean/euclid_interlaced.png




Jodphur, Majestic Fort, 15th – 19th c.



China, Yuan dynasty, Blue and 

white dish, 14th c., porcelain, 

87.62

Persia, Bowl with birds and 

foliage, 14th c., earthenware, 

50.46.439

http://www.answers.com/main/ntquery;jsessionid=4aqrd8ftfq8rh?method=4&dsname=Wikipedia+Images&dekey=Arabic+herbal+medicine+guidebook.jpeg&sbid=lc05a
http://www.answers.com/main/ntquery;jsessionid=4aqrd8ftfq8rh?method=4&dsname=Wikipedia+Images&dekey=Arabic+herbal+medicine+guidebook.jpeg&sbid=lc05a


China, Yuan dynasty, Blue and 

white dish, 14th c., porcelain, 

87.62

Iran (Persia), Safavid dynasty, 

Plate, 17th c., ceramic with 

blue underglaze, 86.44

http://library.thinkquest.org/16661/gallery/escher/11.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/16661/gallery/escher/11.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/16661/gallery/escher/1.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/16661/gallery/escher/1.html


Isfahan, Persia (Iran), Mihrab 

from Madrasa Imami, c. 1354



Pakistan, Tiled arch, Mughal dynasty (18th c.), 

ceramic tile, 2006.35



Turkey, Istanbul, Blue Mosque, 1609-17



Turkey, Istanbul, Blue Mosque, 

1609-17



Istanbul, Topkapi 

Palace, 15th-19th c.



Tessellations

http://library.thinkquest.org/16661/gallery/escher/11.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/16661/gallery/escher/11.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/16661/gallery/escher/11.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/16661/gallery/escher/1.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/16661/gallery/escher/1.html


Escher Tessellations



Turkey, Ottoman period, Iznik ware: vase, plate, 16th c., 

glazed earthenware, 28.24.184, 17.54



Turkey, Ottoman period, Iznik ware: pitcher, 16th c., 

glazed earthenware, 17.52



Turkey, 17th c., Ottoman period, Storage chest, 

wood with mother-of-pearl, tortoiseshell and 

ivory veneer with silver inlay, 2004.54

http://zoom.artsconnected.org/fif=/mia/fpx/00/mia_232b.fpx&init=-0.87931037,0.0,1.8793104,1.0&rect=0.50000024,0.625,0.8448279,0.75&wid=320&hei=240&lng=en_US&enablePastMaxZoom=OFF&page=uv_page6.html&obj=uv,1.0
http://zoom.artsconnected.org/fif=/mia/fpx/00/mia_232b.fpx&init=-0.87931037,0.0,1.8793104,1.0&rect=0.50000024,0.625,0.8448279,0.75&wid=320&hei=240&lng=en_US&enablePastMaxZoom=OFF&page=uv_page6.html&obj=uv,1.0


India,  Huqqa Base and Tray, 18th c., Bidri ware (zinc alloy 

with silver inlay), 82.10.1, 82.10.3



India,  Vase/Huqqa Base, 17th -18th c., Bidri ware 

(zinc alloy with silver and brass inlay), 93.48.1



Iran/Persia, Ardabil carpet, 

16th c., V&A Museum, London







Delacroix, Women of Algiers, 1834



India,  Rosewater sprinkler and Ewer, 17th -18th c., Bidri

ware (zinc alloy with inlay), 82.10.2 and 82.10.4

http://zoom.artsconnected.org/fif=/mia/fpx/10/mia_10118b.fpx&init=-0.64285713,0.0,1.6428571,1.0&rect=0.3571428,0.5625,0.6428571,0.6875&wid=320&hei=240&lng=en_US&enablePastMaxZoom=OFF&page=uv_page6.html&obj=uv,1.0
http://zoom.artsconnected.org/fif=/mia/fpx/10/mia_10118b.fpx&init=-0.64285713,0.0,1.6428571,1.0&rect=0.3571428,0.5625,0.6428571,0.6875&wid=320&hei=240&lng=en_US&enablePastMaxZoom=OFF&page=uv_page6.html&obj=uv,1.0




Wine Cup of Shah Jahan, 17th c., 

Victoria and Albert Museum

India (Mughal), Drinking 

Cup in form of Ram, late 

18th c., jade, 2004.29.5



China, Covered Incense Burner,

19th c., nephrite, 92.103.17a,b



India, Glass Vase, 1670-1700, 

glass with enamel decor , 82.10.5



Powder Flask, 17th c., ivory 

with opaque color and silver 

fittings, 70.43



M. C. Escher 

woodcuts



India, Turban button, 

18th c., jade inset with 

rubies, emeralds, and 

gold, 89.35.3

Thumb ring, V&A





China, Plate with man 

riding an elephant, about 

1785, porcelain, 95.98.76



Egypt, Mamluk, Page from the 

Koran, mid-14th c., 51.37.21

India, Mughal, 16th-17th c., 

Album page of Poetry, 84.44a



Persia, The Lovers, 17th c., 51.37.38



Persia, Alexander the Great 

Battling the Zangi, c. 1550, 

51.37.29

Persia, King Picnicking in the 

Mountains, c. 1560, 43.31.2



India (Bhora), The Armies of 

Timur Combat the Forces of 

Nasir, 1595-1600, 2014.101









India, Mughal/Deccan, 

Raja Bikram Collecting the 

Clothes of the Bathing 

Fairies, about 1710, 95.4.2



Henna/mindi – worn by brides; 

symbolizes love, fertility, and prosperity

http://zoom.artsconnected.org/fif=/mia/fpx/10/mia_10118b.fpx&init=-0.64285713,0.0,1.6428571,1.0&rect=0.3571428,0.5625,0.6428571,0.6875&wid=320&hei=240&lng=en_US&enablePastMaxZoom=OFF&page=uv_page6.html&obj=uv,1.0
http://zoom.artsconnected.org/fif=/mia/fpx/10/mia_10118b.fpx&init=-0.64285713,0.0,1.6428571,1.0&rect=0.3571428,0.5625,0.6428571,0.6875&wid=320&hei=240&lng=en_US&enablePastMaxZoom=OFF&page=uv_page6.html&obj=uv,1.0


http://zoom.artsconnected.org/fif=/mia/fpx/10/mia_10118b.fpx&init=-0.64285713,0.0,1.6428571,1.0&rect=0.3571428,0.25,0.6428571,0.375&wid=320&hei=240&lng=en_US&enablePastMaxZoom=OFF&page=uv_page6.html&obj=uv,1.0
http://zoom.artsconnected.org/fif=/mia/fpx/10/mia_10118b.fpx&init=-0.64285713,0.0,1.6428571,1.0&rect=0.3571428,0.25,0.6428571,0.375&wid=320&hei=240&lng=en_US&enablePastMaxZoom=OFF&page=uv_page6.html&obj=uv,1.0
http://zoom.artsconnected.org/fif=/mia/fpx/10/mia_10118b.fpx&init=-0.64285713,0.0,1.6428571,1.0&rect=0.07142854,0.4375,0.3571428,0.5625&wid=320&hei=240&lng=en_US&enablePastMaxZoom=OFF&page=uv_page6.html&obj=uv,1.0
http://zoom.artsconnected.org/fif=/mia/fpx/10/mia_10118b.fpx&init=-0.64285713,0.0,1.6428571,1.0&rect=0.07142854,0.4375,0.3571428,0.5625&wid=320&hei=240&lng=en_US&enablePastMaxZoom=OFF&page=uv_page6.html&obj=uv,1.0


Mature Banyan tree



chahar-bagh



India, Portrait of Shah 

Jahan, 1700-20, 84.118.3



India, Portrait of Shah 

Jahan, 1700-20, 84.118.3





Ottoman miniatures


