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Introduction

Maps & Movement

Ancient Art & Fakes

Provenance & Protection

Anonymity & Names

Art & Artifact



From Paul Guillaume and Thomas Munro (1926)

Primitive Negro Sculpture
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West Africa, detail of Catalan Atlas (1375)

Trans-Saharan trade routes (1000-1500) 



Nubian tributaries, c. 1500 BCE



Ancient Egyptian art



UMN Fairview Medical Center, Dec 2011 – Dr. Marc Ghysels
Seated figure 

“Nok,” Nigeria



CT Scans of Mia figure Authentic Nok figure



Nok civilization, Nigeria

c. 800 BCE - 300 CE



Olfert Dapper Description of Africa, 1668 

Benin Kingdom, Nigeria



Memorial head and carved tusk Benin 

Kingdom, c. 1650 and 1775

Aquamanile

Benin Kingdom, c. 1750



Memorial head and carved tusk Benin 

Kingdom, c. 1650 and 1775 

Royal altars, Benin City, 1950s 



Memorial head and carved tusk Benin 

Kingdom, c. 1650 and 1775

British punitive expedition, Benin City, 1897 

Royal altars, Benin City, 1950s 



video

Sylverster Ogbechie, January 2012, in former African Gallery at Mia

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c39yLcyG8SE


Benin Kingdom ivory pendant masks, 1500s

Sotheby’s 2011 and British Museum





Ivory



Olowe of Ise (Nigerian, c. 1875-1938)

Veranda Post

Areogun of Osi (Nigerian, c. 1880-1954)

Palace Door



John Leh (Liberian, c. 1900 - 1987)

Brass figure

Zon of Nuopie (Liberian, c. 1900 - 1985)

Miniature mask



Snuffhorn with inscription in Vai, 

Liberia 

“This [horn] belonging to Yassa 

Kwe, wife of Sama Ba, was 

obtained from the water side.” 

Vai alphabet



Side-blown horn, Mende peoples, Sierra Leone

Ivory, wood

Inscription in Arabic: “Musa Abdi Wajif”



Front and back cover of Susan Vogel’s ART/artifact catalogue (1988)



‘Mystery object’ – ART or artifact?



Re-installation of the Galleries (2013)

Senses

Masquerades

Thematic groupings





King Jinabo II of Kom, Cameroon, touches a female royal figure representing

an ancestor during his enthronement (photo Hans-Joachim Koloss, 1976)



“African Art in Motion – Material Journeys”

Movement of artists, objects, ideas, and materials

- Within the culture of origin

- Between cultures and continents

- From African context to US museum

Movement of visitors through galleries & information





Bwa plank mask, Burkina Faso

Bamana marionette mask, Mali

Mask types



Sande Society masks;

Mende, Southern Bullom,  

Vai, and Gola peoples



Mende initiates of the Sande Society, Sierra Leone



Four tower vitrines of the ‘Spine of Masks’



Removing wall cases, partitions, and wall



Corner wall case, 2012

Open platform, 2013





Designing Form and Function



Commanding Authority



Communing with the Spirit World



Performing Dance and Music



Expressing Identity



Connecting with World Religions


