
Tour Procedures and Group Management 

Art Adventure Guide Training
December 12, 2018 

1



Relax…

• 8 more class sessions

• gallery tour experience with Art 
Adventure guides 

• we will review this information in more 
detail before you start touring 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Had 14 classes and you over a third left. 



Your Visit to the 
Museum
Visit/Tours/

School Tours/Learn More 
about School Tours/scroll 

down the page 
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Tour Procedures 

Select tour day: Tuesday - Friday

Receive tour assignment by way of MyMia approximately 4 weeks in advance of tour date

Lead Guide (you will not be assigned Lead Guide until after training in fall of 2019) 
• Calls the school contact and shares information with other guides 
• Assigns tour routes

Lead Guide checks in with Target Atrium Visitor Engagement (VE) staff 

Target Atrium VE staff will alert guides of arriving school group 

Lead Guide and VE staff will facilitate assigning one guide to a group of 15 students (4 guides, 4 
groups of 15 students) 
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MyMia Link

You will have 
access to this 
site in February  
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Tour Day Check List 

Arrive at least 20 minutes before the tour start time. 

Wear your nametag and security badge while in the building

Check in with the tour schedulers in the tour office 

Walk your route

Meet your fellow guides in the Target Atrium 10 minutes before your school group arrives
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Group Management 

Start in a quiet location 

Set the rules and expectations at the start of your tour 
• Do walk
• Do stay together
• Do use indoor voices
• Do stay a foot away (arm’s length) from the art 

Ask the chaperones for their help  

When possible ask the students to sit on the floor

Use student’s names 

Acknowledge good group behavior 

Bertha Lum, Children  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Always let students "in on" what's expected:Students want us to be predictable.Tell them what you need not want from them. Most students will respect that. Structure your group's behavior firstCriss-Cross Applesauce, sitting cross legged or Pretzel Style
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The Nudity Issue 

Seeing nudity in the museum is unavoidable 

It can be distraction on your tours 

“What spirit is so empty and blind, that it cannot recognize the
fact that the foot is more noble than the shoe, and skin more
beautiful that the garment with which it is clothed?”

Michelangelo

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nudity in art is almost always about the power and beauty of the human body. If we make a big deal of out showing nude works to our students, we feed that troublesome beast. We teach our kids that their bodies are something to be ashamed of and something to laugh at.Bodies are not gross. They are not only for sexual purposes. Bodies are powerful and amazing. If you think about what a body is really capable of, it will really blow your mind. We should celebrate that.The mantra of the session is “it’s only weird if you make it weird!”
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Strategies to deal with the topic of nudity on your tours

Educate them
Teach students why nudity is used in art. 

Use the right terms
If you use the term nude figure instead of naked body, you are using more academic language, and 
students (and parents) will take that more seriously. Avoid repeating descriptions that include 
words like naughty and nasty. 

Shut it down
With the first giggle or statement, say “No. We’re not going to do that today.” That’s it. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Elementary school children are genuinely embarrassed at being confronted with nudity in works of art, and you have probably noticed that the more sexually explicit the nude, the more seductive the pose, the more uncomfortable the children become. We need tactics for creating discussions with kids that will both allay some of their anxieties about the subject (expressed through giggles or gasps) and communicate our respect for the work of artists who create nudes. Each docent must come up with his or her own set of answers for children, but keep in mind the ideas below as you think through your responses.
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Educate (but don’t dwell) 

(Many people believe) The human form is beautiful, making it an ideal subject for art 

The human form is part of a commonality which hold holds the human race together. It is 
familiar to all people, and therefore often used to express universal truths, ideas or concepts. 
(Clothes automatically date, and place a figure into a certain time period or culture.) 

The human body is expressive – a unclothed figure can be more expressive than a figure in a 
trench coat. 

Art teaching method – artists draw, sketch, paint, sculpt the unclothed human body in order to 
understand anatomy and become better artists. It demonstrates skill - it takes more skill to 
draw a hand than it does a mitten. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Make the answer fit the child. Many kids have heard the explanation that, “the human body is a thing of beauty,” but it doesn’t satisfy them because they can’t understand it. They are too young to think of the human body in such a detached, or philosophical, way. Here are some alternatives you might try:  answer varies from culture to culture. In African art, figures are almost always shown at least partially nude, in part because this is how people in hot climates dressed. In Greek society, the human body was highly revered, and Greeks painted and sculpted the nude often. (This answer is particularly helpful for groups who have religious or cultural strictures against showing the body. Museums show things from many cultures, and from these objects we can learn something about how people think and feel, even if we disagree with their values.)Paintings or sculptures of nudes create a sense of timelessness. If you notice, most of the paintings in the museum show people with their clothes on. In those paintings, we can guess the time period and country of the people depicted by the clothes they wear. Some people say that paintings of nudes, by contrast, are timeless. Without clothes, the person can belong to almost any time or place.Remind young people how difficult it is to draw figures. Most kids draw a dress or pants and a shirt for the body, because it is easier than trying to make the legs look like real legs. It is hard enough to make hands and face look real. The human figure is technically one of the greatest challenges an artist can undertake. Imagine painting or sculpting skin, veins, muscles, skeletal structure, posture, proportion, as well as trying to communicate an idea, all without being able to use straight lines or bright colors!Perhaps the most honest answer of all is to admit that children probably cannot understand all the reasons nudes are painted and sculpted. Elementary school-aged children do not understand sexual attraction, even if they are aware of it. They do not admire other people’s bodies. These are adult feelings. For the most part nudes were made by adult artists expecting adult viewers to look at them. 



11

Tips to consider when talking about nudity 

Be sensitive to the personal and academic needs of students. Consider students: 
• Age/stage development 
• Culture/religion
• Parents’ reactions 
• Your comfort level 

Be comfortable with the subject matter 
• Ask yourself whether you are comfortable talking about nudity before talking about it with 

the students 
• Practice talking about it
• Take a “no big deal” attitude. Kids will respond to your attitude. 
• Make wise choices when its an option on which objects you choose to present 
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Using Props on Tours 
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Winter Break – December 26 and January 2 

Return January 9, 2019  

1. Tour-day sign-up (1st and 2nd choice) 

2. Individual gallery presentations sign-up round 2

3. Begin tour observation and participation sign-up 
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Observation and Reflection 3-Tour Process 

January to February 2019 

Find an Art Adventure Guide tour to follow on by-weekly (sign-up in class) 

Circle guide’s name and place your initials by the circled name 

Call/email tour guide to request to follow their tour (Roster on IPE website) 

Meet with your tour guide the day of tour on an agreed upon time and 
location (Tour Office) 

Complete the reflection form and turn it in 
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Tour Reflection* Observation and Participation Tours

1 - Observation only 

2 – Participation by presenting 2 objects

*Tour reflection forms are for you to reflect on the process and your experience, not to 
evaluate the guide.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Not everyone will be able to be in the first round. 
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1. Sign up to shadow tours on biweekly tour 
calendar, circle and initial (highlighted 
tours only)

2. Write it down!
3. Contact Art Adventure guide 



December 19, 
10 AM 

Midwest Art 
Conservation 

Center  
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