Winterlights: Celebrating the Season

Tour of the month
December 1-31, 2019



EXPERIENCE the warmth of winter
holidays celebrated around the world,
such as Diwali, Bodhi Day, Solstice,

Yalda, Eid Milad un-Nabi, Christmas,
Hanukkah, and Kwanzaa.

VIEW stunning objects that celebrate
the triumph of light over darkness and
lead us into the New Year.

HEAR stories of redemption, renewal,
and regeneration.

Docent-led tours every day at 1 p.m.,
weekends at 1 and 2:30 p.m., and
Thursdays at 7 p.m.
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Festival of Lights
October 27, 2019
third = main day



India, Shiva’s Family, 10t -
11t ¢., 97.36
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On Diwali and in the coming year...

May you be blessed with
success, prosperity and happiness!

Shubh Diwali!

may tho Lightg that wo colobratc at diwalf
ghow ug the way and Load ug

togothor on thoe path of poacc

and gocfal harmony.




Oil lamps (diyas) are lit to help Lakshmi find her way to your house
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, 11™ c., 90.67

Vishnu stele

India
(NOV)

Lakshmi,

goddess of

wealth and




Lakshmi,
goddess of
wealth and
good fortune




India, Lakshmi, 2000-04
(printed 2016), 2016.79.4

Cargill gallery




Rangoli — made from dry or wet rice or
dry flour to which natural and chemical
colors are added. Artist: Pon Malar




Diwali rangoli




Bodhi Day
Day of Enlightenment

December 8
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G200 Hall of Buddhas

Thailand, Walking Buddha, 15% c., 31.115

Myanmar/Burma,
Seated Buddha,
18t c., 96.54.1




China, Kuan-yin, 11t-12t ¢,
08.62a-h




mudras — hand positions

F




Bhumisparsa Varada
Mudra

Touching the earth as Gautama did,

to invoke the earth as witness to the

truth of his words.

Dharmachakra

Mudra
The gesture of teaching usually
interpreted as turning the Wheel of
Law. The hands are held level with
the heart, the thumbs and index
fingers form circles.

Mudra
Fulfilment of all wishes; the
gesture of charity.

Vitarka Mudra
Intellectual argument,
discussion. The circle

formed by the thumb and
index finger is the sign of
the Wheel of Law.

vl Inana Mudra
Teaching. The hand is held at chest
level and the thumb and index finger
again form the Wheel of Law.

Karana
Mudra
Gesture with which demons
are expelled.

Dhyana Mudra
The gesture of absolute balance, of meditation.
The hands are relaxed in the lap, and the tips of
the thumbs and fingers touch each other. When
depicted with a begging bowl this is a sign of the
head of an order.

Tarjani Mudra
Threat, warning. The extended index finger is
pointed at the opponent.

Ksepana Mudra
Two hands together in the gesture of "sprinkling’
the nectar of immortality.
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Abhaya Mudra

Gesture of reassurance, blessing,
and protection. "Do not fear."

Namaskara
Mudra
Gesture of greeting, prayer, and
adoration. Buddhas no longer make
this gesture because they do not
have to show devotion te anything.

A

Uttarabodhi
Mudra
Two hands placed together above
the head with the index fingers
together and the other fingers
intertwined, The gesture of supreme
enlightenment.




Bodh Gaya, place of Buddha’s enlightenment
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Bodhi Day gathering at Bodh Gaya







Hanukkah

Festival of Lights

Begins at sunset on December 22,
lasts for 8 days, to sunset on Dec 30



Hanukkah lamp Menorah




Robert Lipnick, Hanukkah
Lamp, 1989, 2005.145.2

Hanukkah Lamp, early 20t c.
98.136.6A,B




Michael Ende, Israel, Hanukkah Lamp, 1986, 2000.172a-I
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Rotger Herfurth, Germany, Hanukkah Lamp, c. 1760,
2008.2.1a,b







Dreidel and gelt




Jelly doughnuts

Bumuelos



Europe, Dreidl, 191-20%" c.,
98.136.1

Neis Gadol Hayah Sham

“A great miracle happened there”




Winter Solstice
December 21 (10:19 pm CST)



Rotation Axis

¥

The Sun's R o v
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Dextra Quotskuyva, Hopituh Shi-nu-mu (Hopi)-Tewa,
Southwest region, North America, Awatovi Birds,
1990, 91.3




Yalda
Birthday of the Sun

Iranian Winter Solstice Festival
December 21, 2019



*x *x
Iranian Students' Association of University of Alberta (ISAUA) Presents

Friday, December 19, 2014

8:00 pm - 1:00 am Ticket Fees:" -

Dinwoodie Lounge ISAUA Members: FREE
University oﬂl‘b‘ert* Members $15
SUB 2nd Floor
8900 114 St NW Tickets are available:
Edmonton, AB T6G Z’Jiz Online Ticket : www.ISAUA.ORG

;E:II% At the Door
wﬁ |1 Hikin *

(Please bring your ISAUA Membership Card and a PHOTOYID to get in) ;==
Rkl http://www.isaua.org/become-a-member/
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The
Great religions are the
Ships

Poets the life
Boats.

Every sane person | know has jumped
Overboard.

That is good business
Isn't it

Hafiz?
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Persia (Iran), Large Bowl, 10th century, 2003.98.2




Eid Milad un-Nabi (Mawlid)
Birthday of the Prophet

Eve of Nov 9 to eve of Nov 10 (date varies)
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Iran (Persia), Safavid dynasty,
Plate, 17t c., 86.44




Turkey, Ottoman period, 1znik
ware: plate, 16t c., 17.54




Christmas

Birth of Jesus Christ
December 25



Fra Angelico, The Nativity,
c. 1425, 68.41.8







Italy, Presepio (Christmas crib), 19 c., RBL60.1084




James Tissot, England, Journey of the Magi, about 1894,
70.21




The Bible, illustrated by Tissot, 1901-04




England, Adoration of the
Magi, 151 c., 2001.268
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Kwanzaa

Celebration of African Heritage

December 26 — January 1

Celebrating and Living Kwanzaa:
Sowing and Harvesting Seeds of Good

www.officialkwanzaawebsite.org

Founder: Dr. Maulana Karenga


http://www.officialkwanzaawebsite.org/

matunda ya kwanza

“first fruits”

The Seven Principles of Kwanzaa
A Celebration of African Heritage

The week-long Kwanzaa holiday is based on traditional African celebrations
of the harvest season. Its name comes from the Swahili phrase matunda ya
kwanza, or “first fruits.”

Kwanzaa is more than a harvest festival, however. Dr. Maulana Karenga, an
African American university professor, created the holiday in 1966 as a way to
strengthen the African American community through a shared recognition of
basic values rooted in traditional African culture.

Each of the seven days of Kwanzaa, December 26 through January 1, reminds
us of one of the Nguzo Saba, or seven principles, that are the building blocks
of community. Look around the walls of this gallery for symbols identifying
examples of each of these principles. Can you find other examples as well?

Umoja (Unity)
The first day of Kwanzaa emphasizes the importance, for the family and the
community, of maintaining a sense of togetherness.

Like many Akan goldweights, the double-headed crocodile represents a familiar
proverb of the Akan people. “The crossed crocodiles have one belly, but when
eating they struggle, saying that each must feel the food passing down his own
throat.” When the family as a whole benefits, quarreling and greed are senseless.

Kujichagulia (Self-determination)
The second day of Kwanzaa reminds individuals that they have the power to
shape and define their own lives.

Asante legend tells the story of Akua. Unhappy because she was not able to have
a child, Akua consulted a diviner. The diviner told her to make a wooden doll
and treat it as if it were a real child. Although the other villagers laughed at her,
Akua persisted and eventually had a child of her own. Tradition can provide the
framework to believe in one’s dreams until they come trye.

Ujima (Collective Work and Responsibility)
The third day of Kwanzaa shows how the community is strengthened when
individuals help each other, working together to solve problems.

One way that traditional Kongo villagers make commitments as a community

is with the aid of an nkisi nkonde. Each person who drives a knife blade or nail
into the figure awakens the power of the figure’s spirit, which then works to hold
everyone to the agreement that has been reached.




Day 3. Collective Work and
Responsibility (Ujima)

Kongo, Power figure, early
20t ¢, 71.3

The community is strengthened
when individuals help each other,
working together to solve
problems.




Day 6. Creativity (Kuumba)
Encourages self-expression and
creativity to make the community a
beautiful and lively place.

Bwa Plank Mask 98.2

Dogon Hornbill mask 95.1

Tabwa Diviner’s mask 89.14
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Day 7: Faith (Imani)

LLuba, Democratic Republic
of Congo, Headrest, about
1880, 98.56

Promotes confidence in the
ability of the African community,
Its individuals and its leaders, to
prevail through generations.
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Video: Mishumaa Saba
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tCSWKoOkIRA& feature=emb title

(copy and paste url — lighting of Kwanzaa candles)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tCSWKoQklRA&feature=emb_title

