
Winterlights: Celebrating the Season

Tour of the month

December 1-31, 2019



EXPERIENCE the warmth of winter 

holidays celebrated around the world, 

such as Diwali, Bodhi Day, Solstice, 

Yalda, Eid Milad un-Nabi, Christmas, 

Hanukkah, and Kwanzaa.

VIEW stunning objects that celebrate 

the triumph of light over darkness and 

lead us into the New Year.

HEAR stories of redemption, renewal, 

and regeneration.

Docent-led tours every day at 1 p.m., 

weekends at 1 and 2:30 p.m., and 

Thursdays at 7 p.m.



Diwali

Festival of Lights

October 27, 2019

third = main day



India, Shiva’s Family, 10th -

11th c., 97.36





Oil lamps (diyas) are lit to help Lakshmi find her way to your house



India, Vishnu stele, 11th c., 90.67

(NOV)

Lakshmi, 

goddess of 

wealth and 

good fortune



Lakshmi, 

goddess of 

wealth and 

good fortune



India, Lakshmi, 2000-04 

(printed 2016), 2016.79.4

Cargill gallery



Rangoli – made from dry or wet rice or 

dry flour to which natural and chemical 

colors are added.    Artist: Pon Malar



Diwali rangoli 



Bodhi Day

Day of Enlightenment

December 8 





G200 Hall of Buddhas

Thailand, Walking Buddha, 15th c., 31.115

Myanmar/Burma, 

Seated Buddha, 

18th c., 96.54.1



China, Kuan-yin, 11th-12th c., 

98.62a-h



mudras – hand positions





Bodh Gaya, place of Buddha’s enlightenment





Bodhi Day gathering at Bodh Gaya





Hanukkah

Festival of Lights

Begins at sunset on December 22, 

lasts for 8 days, to sunset on Dec 30



Hanukkah lamp Menorah



Hanukkah Lamp, early 20th c.  

98.136.6A,B

Robert Lipnick, Hanukkah 

Lamp, 1989, 2005.145.2



Michael Ende, Israel, Hanukkah Lamp, 1986, 2000.172a-l



Rotger Herfurth, Germany, Hanukkah Lamp, c. 1760, 

2008.2.la,b





Dreidel and gelt



Latkes

Bumuelos Jelly doughnuts



Europe, Dreidl, 19th-20th c., 

98.136.1

Neis Gadol Hayah Sham

“A great miracle happened there” 



Winter Solstice

December 21 (10:19 pm CST)





Dextra Quotskuyva, Hòpituh Shi-nu-mu (Hopi)-Tewa, 

Southwest region, North America, Awatovi Birds, 

1990, 91.3



Yalda

Birthday of the Sun

Iranian Winter Solstice Festival

December 21, 2019











Persia (Iran), Large Bowl, 10th century, 2003.98.2 



Eid Milad un-Nabi (Mawlid)

Birthday of the Prophet

Eve of Nov 9 to eve of Nov 10 (date varies)



“Blessed Eid” 







Iran (Persia), Safavid dynasty, 

Plate, 17th c., 86.44



Turkey, Ottoman period, Iznik 

ware: plate, 16th c., 17.54



Christmas

Birth of Jesus Christ

December 25



Fra Angelico, The Nativity, 

c. 1425, 68.41.8





Italy, Presepio (Christmas crib), 19th c., RBL60.1084



James Tissot, England, Journey of the Magi, about 1894, 

70.21



The Bible, illustrated by Tissot, 1901-04



England, Adoration of the 

Magi, 15th c., 2001.268



Madonna and Child images  

Renaissance galleries



Ethiopia, Diptych icon, 

about 1700, 2009.39.2



Kwanzaa

Celebration of African Heritage

December 26 – January 1

Celebrating and Living Kwanzaa: 

Sowing and Harvesting Seeds of Good

www.officialkwanzaawebsite.org

Founder: Dr. Maulana Karenga

http://www.officialkwanzaawebsite.org/


matunda ya kwanza

“first fruits”



Day 3: Collective Work and 

Responsibility (Ujima)

Kongo, Power figure, early 

20th c.  71.3

The community is strengthened 

when individuals help each other, 

working together to solve 

problems.



Day 6: Creativity (Kuumba)
Encourages self-expression and 

creativity to make the community a 

beautiful and lively place.

Bwa Plank Mask 98.2

Dogon Hornbill mask  95.1

Tabwa Diviner’s mask 89.14



Day 7: Faith (Imani)

Luba, Democratic Republic 

of Congo, Headrest, about 

1880, 98.56

Promotes confidence in the 

ability of the African community, 

its individuals and its leaders, to 

prevail through generations.





Video: Mishumaa Saba

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tCSWKoQklRA&feature=emb_title

(copy and paste url – lighting of Kwanzaa candles)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tCSWKoQklRA&feature=emb_title

